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In the ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ 9ǳǊƻ нлмсΣ ²ŀƭŜǎΩ 

football team scored the following number of 

goals. 

2, 0, 2, 0, 3, 

1, 1, 0, 0, 2. 

Which number would best describe the number 

of goals scored by Wales per game? When we 

are looking for a number of this type, we are 

looking for an average for the data. An average 

is a number which attempts to represent the 

typical or middle value of the data. The mean is 

an example of an average. 

Calculating the Mean 

In order to calculate the mean of a set of data: 

(1) Find the total of all the data items. 

(2) Divide by the number of data items. 

CƻǊ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ŀōƻǳǘ ²ŀƭŜǎΩ ƎƻŀƭǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ƛǘŜms would be 

2 + 0 + 2 + 0 + 3 + 1 + 1 + 0 + 0 + 2 = 11. 

It follows that the mean is 11 ÷ 10 = 1.1. This means that, on average, Wales scored around 1 goal per game. 

Exercise 1 

Find the mean number of goals scored by the following football teams 

during the first games of the new football season. 

(a) Arsenal   5, 0, 2, 0, 4. 

(b) Chelsea   0, 2, 1, 2, 3. 

(c) Everton   2, 1, 1, 2, 0. 

(d) Liverpool   2, 3, 0, 2, 1. 

(e) Manchester United  3, 2, 3, 4, 0. 

(f) Tottenham Hotspur  2, 0, 0, 4, 1. 

Exercise 2 

In Exercise 1, which team has the largest mean number of goals? 

Exercise 3 

Sara asked her friends how much pocket money they received.  

She wrote down their responses: 

£1,  £3, £2, £5, £2, £10, £8, £7. 

What is the mean amount of pocket money? 
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