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Capten ffantastig Yn dathlu'r g6l allweddol
I

tl w i'n teimlo fel fY mod i

newydd fYnd deuddeg

rownd efo Mike TYsonl"

Dyna eiriau

--, r-ymosodwr CYmru' lwan

ilcerts, ar raglen ffonio-i-fewn

ladio Wales toc wedi'r

'-ddugoliaeth fawr yn erbyn Wcrain

-cs Sul. Ac roedd sawl un Yn

::tmlo'r un fath.

Aeth Y genedl gyfan drwy'r drin

;o-rawn wrth i'r tim Pel-droed

:enedlaethol sicrhau eu lle Yn

.o,,vndiau terfYnol CwPan Y BYd am

;., tro cYntaf ers 1958'

Gareth Bale gafodd Y Penawdau

r,;edi i'w gic rydd gael ei Phenio i'w

rwyd ei hun gan gapten Wcrain'

AndriY Yarmolenko'
ond Yr amddiffYnwYr oedd

yr arwyr Y tro hwn, gYda neb vn

gwneuO mwY i sicrhau'r llechen l6n

na WaYne HennesseY' Y golwr chwe

throedfedd a chwe modfedd'

Roedd Ben Davies Yn gawr

yng nghanol Yr amddiffYn' a

Neco Williams Yn serennu ar Yr

ochr chwith wrth i GYmru orfod

amddiffYn am eu bYwYdau ar

brYdiau.
DYna ogoniant Y tim sYdd ganddo

ni. ac arwYdd o dim da - maen

nhw Yn gwybod sut i ennill hYd Yn

oed Pan nad Yw'r Pasio Yn llifo a'r

chwaraewYr Ymosodol Yn bell o fod

ar eu gem
Ond roedd Cymru v Wcrain Yn

fwY na g6m b6l-droed wrth gwrs'

Roedd Yn achlYsur chwedlonol

arall Yn hanes diweddar Y tim

cenedlaethol, gyda Dafydd lwan

unwaith eto Yn cYfuno gyda'r dorf i

godi'r to.

Un oedd Yno Yn dYst i'r

fuddugoliaeth fawr oedd Huw Bebb'

ein GohebYdd Seneddol A dyma fo

i rannu ambell argraff am ddiwrnod

arbennig.,.,''

Dod 6 64 mlynedd
o boen i ben
Roedd Yr awYrgYlch Yn un o gYffro

a nerfusrwYdcl wrth i Dafydd lwan

gerdded ar Y cae i ganu 'Yma o

Hyd', sYdd wedi dod Yn diPYn o

anthem Ymhlith cefnogwYr CYmru'

cyn ein 96m dyngedfennol Yn erbYn

Wcrain.
Doedd dim modd anwYbYddu

anferthedd Yr achlYsur' wrth i

Gareth Bale a'i gYd-chwaraewvr

gerdded ar Y cae, Yn barod i

geisio dod A 64 mlynedd o boen a

thor-calon i ben'

Dw iddim Yn meddwl mod i

erroed wedi clYwed ein hanthem

genedlaethol Yn cael ei chanu

gyda chymaint o angerdd ac Y

lufoAO hi nos Sul, roedd Yn brofiad

gwirioneddol YsgYtwol'
Yn sicr, fe wnaeth cefnogwYr

Cymru chwarae eu rhan Yn Y

fuddugoliaeth, Y nhw oedd Y

deuddegfed dYn ac mae'r berthYnas

rhyngddyn nhw'r a'r chwaraewyr Yn

un arbennig.
DYw'r Wal Goch heb anghofio am

y dYn wnaeth ein rhoi ar ben ffordd

y siwrne Yma chwaith

Roedd "One GarY SPeed" Yn
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ssey yn Ilwyddo
?rn rhag sgorio
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.- 'oedd dynion
- - ,: _. - -amser mewn

Dafydd lwan ar
sgrin fawr y stadiwm

dagrau, yn gafael yn dynn yn eu

hetiau bwced ac yn bloeddio fel
pethau gwallgof wrth i Gymru
amddiffyn am eu bywydau.

Oedd Wcr6in yn mynd i

sgorio, a ninnau'n mynd i orfod
dioddef 30 munud o amser
ychwanegol?

Na, fe chwibanodd y dyfarnwr
ei chwiban ar 6l pum munud
o amser ychwanegol ac mae'n
anodd disgrifio'r teimlad oedd
y tu mewn i'r stadiwm- bedlam

Cefnogwyr yn aros
am y chwiban olaf

llwyr!
Wedi'r chwiban olal

dychwelodd Dafydd lwan i'r
cae ac y tro hwn roedd holl
chwaraewyr Cymru yn canu
'Yma o Hyd'gydag ef.

'Ydw i'n breuddwydio?'
Meddyliais.

Na, mae Cymru 'Yma o Hyd'
ac yn mynd i Gwpan y Byd!

I

I

Y foment fwyaf
arwyddocaol yn hanes

chwaraeon Gymru
I ni, nid chwiban i gyhoeddi diwedd
I v SOrn oedd hi ond chwiban i

I gyhoeddi dechrau'r dathliadau.
Mi wnes i edrych rownd ac roedd

yna ddigon o ddynion mawr blewog
canol oed mewn dagrau. Fel fi,
doedden nhw ddim wedi disgwyl
gweld hyn yn ystod eu bywydau. Fel

fi, roedden nhw wedi crio o'r blaen,
yn'1977 a 1985.

Ac wedyn ar y cae daeth y
foment fwyaf arwyddocaol yn hanes
chwaraeon Cymru.

Ar y llinell hanner ffordd roedd
Dafydd lwan yn sefyll gyda meicroffon.
Tu 6l iddo roedd y chwaraewyr. Dynion
croenddu, dynion hil gymysg, dynion
gwyn, rhai ohonyn nhw yn siaradwyr
Cymraeg, ond y rhan fwyaf ddim.
Roedd yna rai wedi cael eu geni yng
Nghymru a rhai yn Lloegr.

Ac roedden nhw i gyd yn canu
'Yma o Hyd'.

Roedd Gareth Bale o'r Eglwys
Newydd yn y canol wrth gwrs, yn
gwenu o glust i glust ac yn ysgwyd
llaw Dafydd lwan. Bydd ein chwaraewr
gorau erioed yn cael chwarae mewn
Cwpan y Byd wedi'r cwbl.

Am ddiweddglo i yrfa anhygoel.
Bydd Cymru yna ar y llwyfan byd. A

Chymru fydd hi, nid Wales dim mwy.
Roedden ni yna yn 1958 ar ddamwain,
ein henw wedi cael ei dynnu allan
o het. Ond y tro yma rydym ni yn
haeddu ein lle. Rydym ni wedi disgyn
ar yr hyrdlen olaf dipyn o weithiau,
ond mae ein cymeriad wedi newid
yn ddiweddar. Dyma dim sydd yn
disgwyl ennill, yn gwybod sut i ennill,
tim sydd wedi trosglwyddo eu hyder
nhw i'r wlad.

Nid "y wlad sy'n colli" ydyn ni ddim
mwy. Nid y tim sydd yn gwisgo'r
colledion torcalonnus i'r Alban,
Romania a Rwsia fel bathodyn o
gywilydd. Dyma'r tro olaf fydda i

yn ysgrifennu enw Joe Jordan yn y
golofn hon.

Roedd y garfan o chwaraewyr
oedd yn canu gyda Dafydd lwan yn
cynrychioli Cymru newydd. Gwlad
flaengar, amrywiol a chynhwysol.
Gwlad gyda hunanhyder a

I IIIT

Stead
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World CuP qualifYing play:off

\1'ales
\armolenko 34 og

do not know Yet where Bale, after
beins released by Real Madrid. will
be ol.-avine his club tootball. This
wai a poss-ible last stand for Wales's
solden seneration, also including
Eoalkee"per WaYne HennesseY and
ioe ellen. but theY go again and go

withglory.
oals aiter collecting an award in

the Queen's BirthdaY Honours, Bale
has this achievement, one that
surelv means even more to him and
to Wales. To the five ChamPions
League triumPhs among the 19- tro-
ohiis ancl his hine years at Real can

te added this landmark. perhaps the
32-vear-old's most special given the
ociasion. the stakes, the sentiment
and where he is in his career. Bale, it
shouldbe remernbered, also scored
both eoals in the win over Austria
that sEt up this PlaY-off.

For fTkraine, it is hard to equate;
it is hard to draw comParisons
between football and a countrY
fighting for its existence, excePt
th-ev have made it evident how
muih this team, what theY are doing
and their dream of reaching the
World CuP meant in such arvful
circumstances. TheY PlaYed rvith
the rare courage their countrl'has
shown in the Past four months and
were the better side.

Having deservedlY defeated Scot-
Iand awaJ,in mid'rveek, in an equally
intense occasidn that must have
taken much out of them emotionallY
as well as physically, given how little
most of ttrem have played in the past

few months, theY gave everYthing
once more. But so did Wales, with

I
Likraine o
An:32,660

By Jason Burt
CHIEF FOOTBALL CORRESPONDENT
at CardiffCity Stadium

If there was any doubt that Gareth
Bale is Wales's greatest player, then
he emphatically ended it by forcing
the eoil that took them to the World
Cuo for the first time in 64 Years.

thi. *u. ar-, occasion that will live
long in the memorY. There was
BalE's dramatic ihtervention, of
course, but this was the most stir-
rins ofencounters, and the scenes at

thiend were extraordinary and will
endure. The Ukraine PlaYers were
devastated. There were tears, but
also flerce pride.

The sight of the Wales fans all
ioining in the "thunder-clap" com-
munlJn as the Ukraine leam stood
in front of the large wedge of blue
and yellow-draPed suPPorters was
touching. Bale led his team-mates
over, and theY joined in before
Aaron Ramsey - another who does
not know what the futu.e holds for
him - walked to the other side and
waited for his Young son to be
passed into his arms.

As the celebrations, mixed with a

sense of relief and almost disbelief'
continued on the sodden turf,
veteran folk singer DafYdd Iwan
stepped forward to lead one final
renhition of Ymao HYd,the song he
rr"rote 4O years ago that has become
an unofficial anthem of \Irelsh foot-
ball, and there were more tears. And
smiles.

The song translates as Still Here,

which Bate, joining in, certainly is- -
and he will captain\lrales to a\['orld
Cup for the principality's flrst time
sinte 1958, when theY reached the
Iast'eight, defeated by a Brazil leam
inspirect b5' a l7-year-old Pele. Since

then there has been a long catalogue
of near misses and deep disappoint-
ment; from Scotland in 1977 and
1985 to Romania in 1993. ManY great
players have not made it. But no

- more.
In Qatar, theY will face England,

the United States and Iran, and we

Qatar World CuP2022
Group B fixtures

some astonishing defensive perfor-
mances from Ben Davies, Neco Wil-
liams and Hennessey.

Wales were under severe Pres-
sure throughout. TheY were often
outplayed, with Oleksandr
Zinchenko running the game from
midfield, butUkraine just could not
- or were not allowed to - take their
chances. The onlY goal was techni-
callv an own goal.but no one should
hlame Andriv Yarmolenko. rvho
headed the b;11 Past his own goal-
keeper as he tried to cut out Bale's
effort. Goodness knows how the
Ukraine caPtain feels.

It was one of onlY two oPPortuni-
ties that fell to Bale. After Daniel
James rvas fouled, Bale grabbed the
ball and drove the free-kick across
goal from the left-hand side of the
penalty area with Yarmolenko div-

ing to intercePt. Instead, th'
buleed.

A-lthoush RamseY should
side-footed Wales into a tlvo
Iead early in the second hal
substitute Brenhan Johnson s

the base of a Post with a vr
Ukraine dominated. Chance
chance was nottaken.

They believed theY had st

after iust three minutes t

Zinchenko's quick free-kick cr

out HennesseY, onlY for it
ruled out r'vith some over-offi
refereeing. TheY should have
oenaltv soon alter Wa]es st

when Allen kicked the back '
molenko's foot as the for'"vart
in, and then theY'"vere denied
and again, bY HennesseY, \Vi
and Davies - who made three c

blocks - the so-called "Red

England l
Iran
Nov 21, 1pm

Khalifa
International
Stadium, Al Ra}/}/an

United States y
Wales
Nov 21, 7pm

Ahmad bin Ali

Stadium, Al RaYYan

Wales i'Iran
Nov 25, 10am

Ahniad bin Ali

Stadium, Al Ra1l1lan

England:'
United States
Nov 25, 7pm

Al Bayt Stadium,
Al Khor

Vlrales ar

England
Nov 29, 7pm

Ahmad bin Ali

Stadium, Al Ray}ian

Iran o
United States
Nov 29, 7pm

Al Thumana

Stadium, Doha
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Thisvictoryis
greatestresult
inourhistory'

promises his side lvill
attack theirgroup in eatar
By Sam Dean
at CardiffCity Staclium

"Gary Speed started this t2 or r3

was a change. The environment
complerely changed. I've inherited
tnat. Chris Coleman took it on androolr lt t-o another level, and I,vernnented that group.

., "I'm solroud of these boys. They
thoroughly deserved that. the one
rnrng they needed was a World Cup
and they've got itJ,

, Page described the win as the
oest mome!t of his career ancl alsopromised that his players worrlda\rlc.r{ their World Crrp group,
which includes Englan.l, I.in ,rId
the United States.

"The Englandgame is the mouLr_
waterrng fixture.,. said page. whose
contract as Wales manager will now
oe extended until the-end of thetournament. ..you look at the oti si
teams lin the groupl and :hink wewlu _roll u-p our sleeves and have ago. We will be full of confidence:,- 

*
Page reserved special pra ise' r._,r

goat reeper \\,a1te Hennessey. u.hcproduced a sensarional indi;id..tl
performance as Lrkraine pushecl .._,i
an equaliser. Ukraine,s nine shots ontarget were the most bV i t.u*
ii!19]! scoring in any Europeinqualllying game for this year,s
WorldCup.

years ago," page said.
icate this to Gary. He

"I want to ded-
started the cul-fta gren";,:r ._. ,ot Allen's tackle on Andriy yarmolenko ture. There wai a difference, there

:i ,;:i
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.iaqUnr pa^\oqs p1o-;ea.(-19 aql puE
rltuoul lspT saur1ue141-sedlv )IssBIJ

.rnol uerrar\l aq] lu 610z ur qsErf,
Surualearql-roareJ B aJurs llnsaJ

lsaq srq pa^arqJB 'Jauur.M a)uBJd ap
rnol saLurl-JnoJ eql'aluoorl sIJtlJ
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WALES
YarmoL€nio og f,4 I

o Hennessey

:i ai-

Ampadu Rodon B Davies

tuE$ffiffiffi

Ifever proofwere
reth Bale's touch

C Roberts
Atten Ramsev-N Wittiams

needed that Ga-
is magic, here it

Ba[e Moore James

i

,, /arerrcF.u!-

T:rorr^o' '' --_:.n_\:
Itt:-;*.*: '.'a-1- : -j' 

.'

e
StePanenko

a 
v'-r- - q

.s&Mvkolen[o Karavaev
' Matvienko Zabamyl

was. When he stands over a dead
ball from distance, the spectacular
unfolds. Even when the free-kick
lacks power or Plunge, it still ends
un in the back ofthe net.
'Andriv Yarmolenko was diving

towards his own goal as the final,
crucial touch deflected in. Cue a

dealening crescendo lhal tht'eal-
ened to raise the roof, even wilh
an hour to go until Wales rvould
seal their Place at a first \Vorld CuP

since 1958.
.For Ukraine, national Pride was

never in doubt' In the dressing
room, a flag was unfurled bear-
ins messaqel from soldiers on Lhe

frdnt line tigt',tlng bigger battles
thanthis. Led ontothe pitchbyYar-
molenko draPed in blue and Yelloq
there can no longer be anY question
about the siqnificance of the sport-
ins theatre-on the world stage' [f
Rrissia's almosi universal ban from
competition was a fitting Punish-
meni, Ukraine had the opportunity
to send a message ofdeflance.

Bushchan

marsins felt decisive in a midfield
hat.tie where Wales had to learn
Scotland's lessons from the semi-
flnal. They could not Press with no

olan. Aar"on RamseY needed Lo sil
llgtrt. yet as Ukraine jostled for the
ei'ualiser, Hennessey was heroic'

iested dor,vn low, sPrawling for

Substitutioc:Wales jcm:a: -:-:: -1 " '::-
(Bate B3l No*..g o.--..'::' 

" -- 1:

UkmineSvaorrnuxtStepa-er"o.-" i"":a' -'' :

tI\,latrnovs(yl.7oJ.MJdru.tIsyq"rror n)'Do o "
{Varemchuk, T).'aooied: 

Wates ltLen, lames; Uknine Mykotenko'

Mudrvk.
Man of therutch Br.e Matchrating B/10

PossessioE Wates 320i0 Ukraine 680/0

Attemptsontarget: Wa[es ] Ukraine 9'n"i"ree 
a tloL"r--"nol (Sp). Attendance )6'8L6

longballs
Dovbyk's

place of Robert Page's more
regular

['ard,
stopper DannY
wai repeatedly

calied into action, not
ieast when Ethan
Ampadu struggled
with the offside traP.

HennesseY had
Ren Davies to thank

AT CARDIFT L]ITY SIADILTX,l

me, the head coach. \\ e

every.'thing we could b'.r

people of Ukraine to r:
team. our efforts. I \\-3:
we didrit score but th:'-'

happens. I am lost for r
know what to sar',' he :

Throughout the Prei
this week's games, Pe:I
made imPassioned coll
the war in his homela::

'. 1 'r;,1 1 i:: ,::; :, . : :

Group B Eng[and. lra'

States, Wates

MonztNov United S

WatesTpm GMT. ll-\'
Friz5NovWalesv lt,
BBC
Tue zg Nov WaLes v E

BBC
(Atl motches PLaYed ci
bin Ati Stodium. A[ Rc

Ukraine had to PlaY the game,not
the occasion, and theY very nearly
got off to the perfect start when,
just three minutes in, Olek-
sandr Zinchenko took a

set-piece quicklY - too
cruiiklv for the offi-
diut.' tit i.,g - and it
bobbied all the waY
past Wayne Hen-
nessey in goal.

It should not have
come as a surprise
to anvone, however,
when Bale engineei'ed
the opening goal for Wales.
Whilb he had thus far nestied the
ball out ofplay and blazed an oppor-
tunitv ovei the bar, the Path to Doha
*u. ul*uy. going to be trodden bY
theirtalisman.

For a man rvho has won flve Eu-
rooean Cups and three titles. it
said something that he considered
Wales' qualificationto be among his
sreaiest achievements. He prom-
Ised too that caP No I03 would not

be his last, with even brighter mo-
ments lying in wait for his country'

It could all have been undone
when VAR threatened to Penalise
a blindsided Joe Alien for felling
Yarmoienko; but no PenaltY. These

and parryingawaYArtem
header; the goalkeePer, in 'Ihope everAone ren

BySimonEYans

Ukraine at baY. The Tot-
tenham defender mustered

Ukraine coach Oleksandr Petrakov
said he could not utter a word of
criticism ofhis players after their
World Cup qualiflcation dream
ended with the loss to Wales.

Ukraine had beaten Scotland in
their plavol'fl, semi-flnal Lo set up the
meeting with the Welsh but an own
soal from AndriY Yarmolenko and
i series olfine saves from Wales
keeper WalT re HennesseY Put Paid
to their chances of making the
November tournament in Qatar'

Asked what he had said to
Yarmolenko, whose misdirected
header from a Gareth Bale free-kick
flew in his own net for the winner,
a downbeat Petrakov said he had
simolvthanked him and all rhe
pluvei.. "I can only say t hank you lor
bvelvthins he did for the team. I do

.,or hare iry criticism to anY ofthe
nlavers in the team," he said.' 'if you want to criticise, criticise

for ensuring
not a solo effort

it was
to keep

two remarkable sliding tackles.
Pase took o[fthe PhYsicai Pres-

".rce-of 
Moore for the bounce of

Brennan Johnson, newlY Promoted
to the Premier League with Not-
tinsham Forest and striking the
nos't within moments of his intro-
huction. In turn, Ukraine did not

have the same flexibilitY, thwarted
from close range andthenresoiting
to more speculative efforts.

The flnal triumPh eluded them,
but the iourneY here has amPlifled
even'thins that is emotive, Power-
tul a;d dig;ined about this Ukrain-
ian side. That has not changed,
regardless of the result.
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